THE SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN

services, the Tsarist Government only spent 90 kopeks per head
on these services.

The total expenditure on the health services during the Second
Five-Year Plan (1933-37) was estimated to amount to 19*6 milliard
roubles, but in view of the raising of the salaries of medical and
health workers in 1935 and additional expenditure in 1936 and
1937 on new maternity homes and creches, the expenditure on the
health services during the five years will have amounted to 26-3
milliard roubles.

How has this expenditure affected the wellbeing of the people?

The hospitals existing in Russia at the time of the Revolution
were, for the most part, out of date and were incapable, and indeed
did not seek, to provide adequate medical aid for the masses of
the people. Since the Soviets have been in power, the old hospitals
have been reconditioned and modernized and numerous new hos-
pitals, equipped on the latest lines, have been constructed. Since
1932 the number of beds in hospitals administered by the Health
Commissariat has increased as follows:


	Urban.
	Rural.

1932 1937
	249,000 371,000
	107,000 158,000

The number of hospitals in urban areas has increased from 1,230
on January i, 1914 (in the area now covered by the U.S.S.R.), to
9,496 by January i, 1936, whilst the capacity for the treatment
of cases has increased more than nine times.
In the rural areas the number of first aid stations and polyclinics
was 4,367 on January i, 1914, and 15,818 on January i, 1936,
whilst the number of cases treated increased by 221 per cent.
Both in the case of the urban and rural areas the increase in
accommodation has been particularly marked in the hitherto more
backward areas, such as Armenia, Uzbekistan, Tadzhikistan,
Kirghiz, etc.